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SUBJECT: LETTER TO PRESIDENT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL FROM 
ICELAND'S PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE REGARDING COD WAR 

1 . FOLLOWING LETTER OF APRIL 1, 1976 FROM ICELAND'S 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO PRESIDENT OF U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL 

HAS BEEN CIRCULATED AS DOCUMENT S/12035, 2 APRIL 1976: 

QUOTE LETTER DATED 1 APRIL 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
OF ICELAND TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT I HAVE THE HONOUR 
TO BRING THE FOLLOWING TO YOUR ATTENTION REGARDING CONTINUED 
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BRITISH AGGRESSION IN ICELANDIC WATERS. 
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BRITISH NAVAL DEPLOYMENT WITHIN THE FISHERIES JURISDICTION 
OF ICELAND CONTINUES TO BE AS EXTENSIVE AND AGGRESSIVE 
AS EVER BEFORE, AND IF ANYTHING THIS HAS BEEN STEPPED UP 
OF LATE. NO LESS THAN SIX NAVAL FRIGATES, ASSISTED BY SOME 
FIVE SUPPORT AND SUPPLY VESSELS, HAVE LATELY BEEN OPERATING 
IN THIS FASHION, PROTECTING A BRITISH FISHING FLEET OF 
ABOUT 25 TRAWLERS ENGAGED IN UNLAWFUL FISHING INSIDE THE 
ICELANDIC FISHERY ZONE. THE BRITISH FRIGATES ARE OF THE SO- 
CALLED LEANDER CLASS, APPROXIMATELY 2,500 TONS IN SIZE, 

WITH A SPEED OF 30 KNOTS. THESE ARE DEPLOYED AGAINST AN 
ICELANDIC COAST GUARD FLEET CONSISTING OF SEVEN SHIPS, 

VARYING IN SIZE FROM SOME 200 TONS TO 1,050 TONS, COMMISSIONED 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEALING WITH FISHERY PROTECTION, SALVAGE 
AND RESCUE WORK, HYDROGRAPHIC RESEARCH, SURVEYING AND LIGHT- 
HOUSE TENDING DUTIES. THE BRITISH FRIGATES ARE THUS ALMOST 
THREE TIMES AS LARGE AS THE ICELANDIC VESSELS AND HAVE TWICE 
THEIR SPEED. 

THE AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR OF THE BRITISH NAVAL SHIPS HAS 
CREATED SERIOUS INCIDENTS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS. ON SATURDAY, 

27 MARCH 1976, THE BRITISH NAVAL FRIGATE DIOMEDE MADE MORE 
THAN 20 DELIBERATE ATTEMPTS AT RAMMING THE ICELANDIC 
COAST GUARD VESSEL BALDUR WHEN SHE WAS ENGAGED IN CARRYING 
OUT LAWFUL PATROL DUTIES SOME 52 NAUTICAL MILES EAST OF THE 
PENINSULA OF LANGANES IN NORTH-EASTERN ICELAND. 

FOUR OF THE AFOREMENTIONED RAMMING ATTEMPTS WERE SUCCESSFUL, 
RESULTING IN EXTENSIVE DAMAGES BY THE BRITISH FRIGATE TO 
THE COAST GUARD VESSEL ON HER PORT-SIDE BRIDGE- WING, 

AS WELL AS TO THE STARBOARD OF THE SHIP. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
THIS INCIDENT THE NAVAL FRIGATE GALATEA CAME SAILING UP TO 
THE COAST GUARD VESSEL BALDUR POINTING BOTH GUNS AND ROCKETS 
IN HER DIRECTION. THE COMMANDER OF THE BALDUR HAS REPORTED 
THAT THESE GUNS WERE MANNED BY THEIR SPECIAL CREWS IN FULL 
BATTLE-DRESS WHO WERE CLEARLY FULLY PREPARED TO FIRE AT THE 
BALDUR AND IN FACT MADE THREATENING MOVES TO DO SO, WHILE 
FOLLOWING HER AT CLOSE RANGE AS SHE SAILED IN THE DIRECTION 
OF THE ICELANDIC COAST. NEEDLESS TO SAY THE ICELANDIC GOVERN- 
MENT HAS MADE STRONG PROTESTS AGAINST THIS IRRESPONSIBLE AND 
HIGHLY HAZARDOUS PRACTICE BY THE BRITISH WARSHIPS OF ATTACKING 
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AN ICELANDIC COAST GUARD VESSEL, WHILE PERFORMING HER LAWFUL 
DUTIES, THUS GRAVELY ENDANGERING THE LIVES OF ICELANDIC 
SEAMEN AND THE SAFETY OF THEIR SHIPS. THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ICELAND HAS ALSO RESERVED THE RIGHTS TO CLAIM FULL REPARATION 
FOR DAMAGES CAUSED DURING THE INCIDENT REPORTED ABOVE. 

ANOTHER SERIOUS INCIDENT CREATED BY BRITISH NAVAL FRIGATES 
TOOK PLACE ON TUESDAY, 30 MARCH 1976. AT 12:52 HOURS ON THAT 
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DAY, THE COAST GUARD VESSEL AEGIR SPOTTED THE BRITISH FRIGATE 
BACCHANTE F 69 AT LOCATION 65 DEGREES 13'5 NORTH LATITUDE 
AND 13 DEGREES 26'8 WEST LONGITUDE, WHICH IS WELL WITHIN THE 
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TERRITORIAL WATERS OF ICELAND. 

THE FRIGATE HAD NEITHER REQUESTED NOR OBTAINED PERMISSION FROM 
ICELANDIC GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITIES, NOR HAD SHE NOTIFIED 
ANYONE OF HER MOVEMENTS OR HER BUSINESS INSIDE THE TERRITORIAL 
LIMITS OF A FOREIGN SOVEREIGN STATE. THIS UNEXPLAINED PRESENCE 
OF A BRITISH WARSHIP IN ICELANDIC TERRITORIAL WATERS 
HAS ALSO BEEN PROTESTED AT AND AN EXPLANATION REQUESTED 
FROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. 

IT SEEMS OBVIOUS TO THE ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT THAT THIS BEHAVIOUR 
OF THE BRITISH WARSHIPS HAS THE SOLE INTENT OF CREATING 
AND PROVOKING INCIDENTS IN THE FIRST PLACE POSSIBLY TO SINK 
ONE OF THE SHIPS BELONGING TO THE SMALL FLEET OF THE 
ICELANDIC COAST GUARD, AND IN THE SECOND PLACE WITH THE 
OBJECTIVE OF SPYING ON THE MOVEMENTS OF THE ICELANDIC 
COAST GUARD VESSELS AS THEY GO ABOUT THEIR LAWFUL DUTIES 
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REQUEST THAT THIS LETTER BE CIRCULATED 
AS AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) INGVI INGVARSSON 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ICELAND 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS UNQUOTE 
SCRANTON 
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